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FOHK^^otMmIOTS BRANCE 

13 October 1947 


M&rtQRANDUM FOR DEPUTY ASST DIRECTOR FGR OFERATIOHS 
Production of FDB Periodical Abstract* 

1, Foreign Document* Branch Editorial Section ha* not had Periodical 
Abstract* on a "current* basis since inception of the project in mid-July, 

2, Six factor* hare caused delay in publication of the abstracts, 

a. Limited authorisation from the Director contained in " wyv - 
randum to the ADOO, dated 17 April 1947, subject Funotions of the 

j.. ooumants Branch, 00, 'which states in paragraph 2, "DB is authorised 
to expand its operation*.., to include the abstracting of current 
foreign periodicals.., to the extent only that such activities will 
not curtail it* current or future requirement* for processing docu- 
ments other than foreign periodicals, 

b. Top priority carried for ICF production, whloh superoedes 

work on Periodical Abstracts. * 

o. Shortage of personnel in FDB Editorial Section. The 
section is 12 under strength. This shortage requires a general 
shuffling of personnel among various duties in order to carry out 
tha over-all mission of the unit and the Brandi. 

do Shortage of persomel in CIA Reproduction Division. 

e. Difficulties eno ottnt er ed by CIA Reproduction Division 
in using the printing method selected as the most satisfactory 
medium for reproduction (Dupliraat or "paper plate"). Action has 
already been taken to resolve this. 

f. Lack of a priority for Periodical Abstracts in CIA 
Reproduction Division, 

3, Action along any one of the following lines would aoo derate pro- 
duction of the abstracts t 

a. Amendment of authorising memo cited in 2 (a) above, 

b. Assignment of a high priority to the Periodical Abstracts, 

o. Establishment of a priority for the reproduction of the 
abstracts in CIA Reproduction Division. 

d. Procurement of two mimeograph operators for the Seotion so 
that it would not be necessary to use typing personnel for produo- 
tiatt of ICF oards and other top-priority material. Reoruitmeafe 
requests have been placed for these. 
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e, Procurement of a proofreader and two ■killed typist* . 
Recruitment requests have hem plaoed for these also. ^ 

rnnnifl. * nd /* ttin e «P of a Multi lith press and 

i? F ? B ' MgiGnra#nt of * skilled operator, would pro- 
2th*n* rf ti j2 y reproduction of Periodical Abstracts by the Branch 

5^w5«££S.*“ 01A ,i,pr ° du “ tiM1 • as. would 

(r> 

in order to expedite the production of FDB Periodioal Abstrote! ^ ^ 

to the *Chiaf ? ° f **»«*■ to the Asst Directors and 
5 AP !^? atWi 17 April 1947 ' #ub J«»t Functions of the 
S Bran °?* 2f fi0# of Operations, be amended to read "The 
or sign Documents Branch, Offioe of Operations, is authorised to 
expand its operations within its functional responsibilities and 
current personnel authorisations to inolude the abstracting of 
current foreign periodicals, exclusive of the daily press?" 

Remainder of paragraph to be deleted, P 

Alv ReqUeBt authori * R tion for FDB handling of Periodioal 

Abstracts on a priority basis. 
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J. J, BACrNALL, 

Acting Chief, Foreign Documents Branch 
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